


	Thursday, April 30, 2009 



	[image: cid:image001.gif@01C9A71A.A3A33420]



	Recreation Groups Join Forces to Improve Trail Safety and Enjoyment of Public Lands
	A group of national and state trail advocacy organizations representing equestrian, OHV, and bicycle interests recently completed a collaborative effort to develop  a new guide called “Sharing Our Trails – A Guide to Trail Safety and Enjoyment”.  The guide is intended to be used in a variety of ways such as incorporation in trail brochures, magazine articles and trail education programs of all types.

The purpose of the guide is to improve safety and improve trail satisfaction for all trail enthusiasts on multiple-use trails.  To quote the document itself, “In many parts of the country trails are open to and shared by equestrians , OHV riders, bicycle riders, runners and hikers.  Trail sharing can and does work when people respect each other and work cooperatively to keep each other safe.”

Deb Balliet, CEO of The Equestrian Land Conservation Resource stated “We all recognize that there are techniques and practices that will keep trail enthusiasts safe and improve the quality of our experiences.  This guide represents the efforts of  a broad range of trail enthusiasts working together to develop an understanding of each other’s needs and develop a guide that specifically tells trail enthusiasts what steps to take when they meet on the trail”.

Jack Terrell, Senior Project Coordinator for the National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council said “Understanding other trail enthusiasts’ needs, particularly when it comes to safety, is critical to minimizing conflicts and maximizing the enjoyment of all trail enthusiasts.  This guide goes a long way toward promoting that understanding among everyone on the trail”.

Russ Ehnes, Executive Director of NOHVCC adds, “NOHVCC would also like to thank Deb Balliet for approaching NOHVCC during the American Trails conference for a discussion between user groups.  From this conversation, NOHVCC was able to take a lead role towards a proactive approach to minimize user conflicts on multi-use trails and to foster a higher respect for the people who recreate in the outdoors, regardless of the form of recreation they choose.”

Daphne Green, Deputy Director of the California State Parks OHMVR Division stated “We are proud to work with the organizations involved in this effort to devise programs and initiatives to minimize user conflicts, increase safety, and enhance enjoyment of our public recreation opportunities”.

 Lori McCullough, Executive Director of Tread Lightly!, Inc. said “The Tread Lightly! ethic has always encouraged respect and courtesy between all trail enthusiasts, but conflicts still occur.  This joint effort in educating all recreationists on the best practices for sharing trails shows common ground and collaboration can lead to improved trail experiences for all”.

Jim Bedwell, Director of Recreation, Heritage and Volunteer Services for the US Forest Service stated  “The groups that came together to produce the guide for sharing trails on our public lands are to be commended for their view of “the big picture.”  Outdoor recreation provides many benefits to people, communities, and the economy.  An attitude of sharing increasingly scarce resources and cooperating safely is paramount to sustaining these benefits.”  

 Tom Ward, California Policy Director for the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) said "This set of guidelines was developed after an extraordinary collaboration between equestrians, mountain bikers, hikers and motorized trail users.  It includes suggested rules of etiquette, which provide understanding between users, and will create a safe and enjoyable experience for all.  IMBA was pleased to be involved in this effort."

Organizations and agencies involved in the development of the guide include the  American Endurance Ride Conference, Americans for Responsible Recreational Access, American Motorcyclist Association, American Trails, Back Country Horsemen of America, BlueRibbon Coalition, California State Parks Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division, Cycle Conservation Club of Michigan, Equestrian Land Conservation Resource, International Mountain Bike Association, Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics, Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association, Motorcycle Industry Council, National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council, Off-Road Business Association, Open Beaches- Trails, Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Association,  Specialty Vehicle Institute of America,  Tread Lightly!, United Four Wheel Drive Associations, and United States Forest Service.

The guide can be found on the following websites: 

	Americans for Responsible Recreational Access	
http://www.arra-access.com/
American Trails						http://www.americantrails.org/
	Equestrian Land Conservation Resource			http://www.elcr.org/index_cal.php
	International Mountain Bicycling Association		http://www.imba.com/
	Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association			http://www.garlic.com/~lbha/
National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council	http://www.nohvcc.org/
	Tread Lightly!						http://www.treadlightly.org/
United Four Wheel Drive Associations
www.ufwda.org



	For additional information, contact Jack Terrell at jackt@nohvcc.org or by phone at 863-984-9294



 Get the NOHVCC logo to help illustrate this news item in your publication. High-resolution images of the photos in this press release and many other OHV photos for publication are also available on request.
 
If you wish to Unsubscribe from NOHVCC Press Releases and Newsletter
     ___________________________________________________________

The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council, as a national body of OHV recreation enthusiasts, develops and provides a wide spectrum of programs, materials and information, or "tools", to individuals, clubs, associations and agencies in order to further a positive future for responsible OHV recreation.
 



	For more information on this press release, contact;
The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council
427 Central Ave. West
Great Falls, MT 59404
Ph: 800.348.6487 
Fax: 406.454.9142
www.nohvcc.org
trailhead@nohvcc.org
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